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Florida Classroom:
Tea Sets, Tractors, T-1 Lines: The Survival of a
Small Town Library: The Hastings, Branch
Library, Hastings, Florida
by Nancy J. Levine, George V. Minton, Sandie A.
Stratton, Sharon Cleland, and Belinda Delzell

H

astings, Florida, can rightly be called "a wide place in the
road." Three miles square, with a population of 687,'
Hastings is the potato capital of Florida, according to its

Editor's Note: The FZmz'da Classroom was introduced in Volume 87, No. I, with the
publication of "Designing History: An Interactive Exploration of the 1930s Florida
Barge Canal" by Chris Beckrnann, Steven Noll, and David Tegeder. This article
represents the work of students at the University of North Florida in researching
and publishing local history and can serve as a model for other student projects.
Nancy J. Levine received her Ph.D. from Columbia University and is an Associate ::
Professor in English at the University of North Florida. The work for this project was III
undertaken by Dr. Levine and four students: George Minton, Sandie A. Stratton,
Sharon Cleland and Belinda Delzell, who participated in a Transformational .
Opportunity Group, sponsored by the President's Office of the University of North :' j
Florida. The title of the project was "Reading the Library/Listening to a Community ::,:;
in Transition: Recording the History of the Hastings Library in Hastings, Florida."
UNF students Nicholas Camparato, Nicole Grande, Colleen Finch, Marie Konopa, .
Ruth Duncan, and Joyce Combass helped launch the project and performed 1; b
research support, along with Ms. Marcia Ladendorff's Honors Students. The following provided much needed guidance and information: Dr. Patricia Laurencelle, former chair of the St. Johns County Library Advisory Board; James Alderman,
Reference Librarian at the Carpenter Library, UNF; Sandra Sivulich, former head of
the Hasting Branch Library; and Charles Tingley, Sr. Research Librarian at St.
Augustine Historical Society. Dr. Arthur Crummer read drafts of the manuscript and
offered valuable editorial suggestions. The project could not have been done without the generous help of the residents of Hastings, Fl.
1. US Census, 2008. (www.census.gov), accessed February. 10, 2009.
%
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welcome sign. But the town's small size seems to have given it longlasting feelings of inferiority. Townspeople describe Hastings as
"the stepchild of the county." Writing in 1993 to the editorial page
of the daily newspaper, the St. Augustine Record, Hastings citizen
Bill Parish complained that " [t]he one thing that administrators in
St. Johns County like about our area is that beautiful shade of
green of our money." He goes o
Just a few years ago
cial bond issue under the assurances and promises that
we'd get a library or improvements on the existing facility.
What did we get? ~ o t h i n g . ~
Four years after Mr. Parish wrote his editorial, the town of Hastings
did get something. In 1997, the library finally moved from its location in the old football field's defunct concession stand to a perrnanent structure, the refurbished, former segregation-era "white"
high school. Parish's editorial voiced a widely held opinion that,
given the length of time Hastings residents had had to wait for
library improvements while new libraries went up all over St.Johns
County, they had gotten a raw deal, one that was closely tied to
wealth and class.
Hastings, Florida is wedged into the southwest corner of St.
Johns County, one of the poorest and least populated areas in St.
Johns County. The town has had to compete for such essentials as
library s e ~ c with
e
communities in the area that include some of
the highest tax bases in the state of Florida. East of Hastings is the
nation's oldest city, St. Augustine, a tourist magnet, with a population of 12,284, according to the census records for 2007, and a
median family income of $41,892. The median family income in
Hastings is $30,769.3 Forty miles northeast of Hastings, is the
coastal community of Ponte Vedra Beach, a county superstar of
2.
3.

St. Augustine Recmd, 18January 1993.
In her application for a Library Services and Construction Act grant to pay for
reference works, Director of Libraries Mary Jane Little cites the 1990 census
concerning poverty levels in the area serviced by the Hastings Branch Library:
"1,009 individuals, or 223 families, are below poverty level. The 1992 estimated household income distribution shows that 56% of the population has an
estimated household income of less than $25,000 and 24% of that 56% earn
less than $10,000." LSCA grant application, signed by MaryJane Little, March
30,1994, p. 2. In the Private Collection of Susanne Vieson, Hastings, Florida.
Current figures were supplied by the U.S. Census (www.census.gov),accessed
February. 10,2009.
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economic growth described by Money Magazine in 2005 as "the best
median family income in Ponte
place to live in ~ l o r i d a . " The
~
Vedra is $108,646. Both St. Augustine and Ponte Vedra have standalone libraries, with all the amenities. How did Hastings fail to get
support? The simple answer might be: money talks. Unless you are
an irate tax payer, the answer might not seem all that interesting,
because the story of how community projects fail to get funded is
all too predictable. For an historian, there are more interesting
questions: What led to the formation and continuation of the Hastings
Branch Public Library ? And how does that process compare to that of other
rural libraries in Florida? And, finally: why was this small library able to
survive so long against the odds? The essay that follows is an attempt
to answer these questions.
The history of the Hastings Branch Public Library follows a
pattern that begins with the patronage of women's clubs and ends
with its transition into a public, tax- supported library. This is the
evolutionary @trajectoryof the "social library," described by Donald
Davis and Mark Tucker, in their 1987bibliography American Libray
Histq:
[A social library is] the kind of library that generally
provided a circulating collection of materials and frequently a reading room for the use of any person meeting
the established criteria, which usually involved a fee or
subscription, or a payment to become a joint owner or
stockholder, of the library5
This history of the Hastings Library both elucidates existing
research on library development and fills gaps in the literature.
Although there has been a considerable amount written since
the 1970s on the social library,J. H. Shera's 1949 treatise Foundations
of the Public Library remains definitive.. His study6stimulated "new
work on the subject of social library development in various states
and cities.'" The majority of the studies directly or indirectly influ4.

5

6.
'7.

As cited on the Ponte Vedra Chamber of Commerce web site: "We are proud
that Ponte Vedra Beach has been recognized by Money Magazine as the Best
Place to Live in Florida."Retrieved March 1, 2009 on http://www.pontevedrachamber.org.
Donald G. Davis and John Mark Tucker, American Library History: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Literature (Santa Barbara, CA: ABGClio, 1989), 56.
J. H. Shera, Foundations of the Public Library: The Om'gins of the Public Library in
N m England, 1629-1855 (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1949).
Davis and Tucker, 56.
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enced by Shera's work on social libraries were geographically limited to the northeastern seaboard, the Midwest and California, much
of it in the form of masters' theses and Ph.D. dissertations.
Davis and Tucker observe that the American Studies movement of the sixties and seventies helped legitimize the study of
grass-roots institutions, such as libraries, that had previously
received scant attention. Along with private libraries, libraries supported by parochial institutions, and special interest libraries that
were the norm at the turn of the century, the social library has
become interesting to social historians because it "led to the
acceptance of general access to books and in many instances
merged into tax-supported public librarie~."~
Not surprisingly, very little has been written about library history in the rural areas of northeast Florida, since it is only in the past
thirty years that a moderate number of studies, pamphlets, and masters essays have appeared on library history in the South and in
rural areas.g Davis and Tucker list nearly seventy texts (articles,
masters theses, pamphlets, research papers, full-length published
studies) published since the 1940s that focus on libraries in southern states (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia), but the majority of
this work appears as masters theses. Full-length published work on
southern libraries is rare. Research that deals with Florida libraries
is even harder to find. Of twelve articles located by authors of this
essay, there were no full-length works that focus specifically on
Florida; seven of these texts had fewer than four pages.
Why library history has received scant attention from cultural
historians is the subject of critic Wayne Wiegand's address to the
Library History Round Table's fiftieth anniversary. Writing in
199'7, Wiegand points out that J.H. Shera only temporarily interrupted the celebratory and limited nature of the work that fol-

8.
9.

Ibid, 55.
The Center for the Study of Rural Librarianship was established at Clarion
College of the University of Pennsylvania in 1977; its semi-annual journal
Rural Libraries has published two hundred and seven articles since 1980, on
topics extending from library research in Delaware to Guam. But only a handful deal with public libraries in the South. Davis and Tucker's 1987 bibliography listed approximately sixty items. Widening the search to such journals as
Libraries and Culture, TheJournal of Libertarian Studies, and Library Trends, the
authors of this study were able to locate fifty-six items focusing on libraries in
the South.
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lowed. Wiegand is concerned that "...librarianship itself has not
generated influential or significant theoretical perspectives"
because "it is focused mostly on process, seeking to answer 'how'
rather than 'why' questions. . . ."lo
Ron Blazek wrote three essays from 1979 to 1987 that seem to
be the exception to the rule that writing on Florida libraries targets
"how" questions rather than "why."11 Although he can be considered the ''Jesse Shera" of Florida library historians, his work is now
over thirty years old, and therefore ready for revision.
Blazek points out that it is difficult to record the history of a
library accurately and that conjecture is necessary: "The various
theories all have some but not total credibility; instead, library origins are seen to stem from a combination of motives, forces, factors and prevailing condition^."'^ He thus generously leaves room
for opinions that might differ from his own. The authors of this
essay hope to expand the scope of Ron Blazek's speculations in the
following ways: continuing his interest in why women's groups
were critical to the development of early libraries, we examine the
role of the Home Demonstration agents; following his reference to
club policies that excluded blacks, we explore the means by which
the African American community compensated for lack of library
access. We consider the role of the library as a tool for desegregation, and conclude by questioning whether "built-for-use"libraries
will in the future continue to be the necessary goal of small rural
communities like Hastings.

Historiographical Context
Blazek focused on three early libraries in locations across
Florida: St Augustine, a coastal city in northeast Florida; DeFuniak
Springs, located in the western panhandle; and Lemon City, a town
in its own right at the turn of the century, absorbed by Miami in the
sixties. The three early libraries are widely separated geographically,
10: "American Library History Literature, 1947-1997: Theoretical Perspectives?"
Libraries & Culture, 35.1 (Winter 2000): 434 .
11. Ron Blazek, " Development of Library Service in the Nation's Oldest City: The
St. Augustine Library Association, 18741880, '1Journal of Libertarian Studies,
14.2 (1979): 160-82 (hereafter referred to as "St. Aug. Library"); "Library in a
Pioneer Community: Lemon City, Florida", Tequesta, 42 (1982): 39-55 (hereafter referred to as "Lemon City"); "The Library, the Chautauqua, and the
Railroads in DeFuniak Springs, Florida," Journal of Libertarian Studies, 22
(1987): 377-96 (hereafter referred to as "DeFuniak Springs").
12. "DeFuniak Springs," 396.
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but linked by Blazek's concern with what he saw as a common pattern
of origination: in each of these three cases the upper socio-economic sector of the community produced civic-minded individuals determined to bring culture to their city. Shera's conclusion concerning
the role of the public library clearly influenced Blazek's analysis:
"Judged by every standard and measured by every criterion the p u b
lic library is revealed as a social agency dependent upon the objectives of society. It followed-it did not create--social change."13
Blazek explored two nineteenth-century cultural concepts:
self-help for the lower classes and philanthropy for the upper class.
The social entity,that motivated library development among middle-to-upper class club women, as Blazek argued in two of his studies, was the adult education movement of the late nineteenth
century,14 which itself was rooted in Emersonian "self-reliance."
The people who settled the pioneer state of Florida in the mid1800s carried with them Benjamin Franklin's Autobiography; the
subscription library organized by his debating club, the Junto,
served as the forerunner of the libraries organized by club men
and women of the late 1800s. Philanthropy provided the motivation for the upper-class founders of the St. Augustine reading
room. In his "case history of the St. Augustine Library Association
from its inception in 18'74 until its incorporation in 1880," Blazek
identified the philanthropic notion that great wealth carries the
responsibility of payback to the community, a primary tenet of
Andrew Carnegie's "gospel of wealth," as a motivating factor.15
The point is this: Blazek's research is influenced by Shera's study
of library history. Like Shera, Blazek argued that the philosophical
commitment to "self-improvement" and social uplift shaped the
growth of the library movement in the three libraries he studied,
and not the library that shaped public or social policy.
13. Shera, 248.
14. Blazek identified the influence of the adult education movement, and the
ethical climate out of which it grew, as a key element; he returned to it in his
studies of the libraries in DeFuniak Springs, St. Augustine, and Lemon City.
Of the latter he wrote: "The natural evolution of those [libraries] which had
begun as 'membershipfor-fee' agencies into public libraries was symptomatic
of this country's growth and progress, an important component of the adult education
movement. The Lemon City Library was an example of that condition in South
Florida, its development inexorably bound to the people it served" (Lemon
City 54, emphasis added). See the following essay for references to library
development and adult education: "DeFuniak Springs," 377, 379.
15. "St. Aug. Library," 162.
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In DeFuniak Springs, a library was central to a plan to attract
tourists by turning the town into a cultural center, the "Athens of
West Florida," as it was called in ad campaigns of the early teens.
Blazek presented the genesis and growth of the DeFuniak Springs
Library as a subsidiary of the self-education movement of the
Gilded Age and as a compliment to the Chautauqua center that
flourished in this panhandle town. "As the Chautauqua had
spread, so had the locally supported library," he wrote. "Both
social libraries and their progeny, true tax-supported public
libraries, were developing in towns and villages throughout the
land."16 Although the Chautauqua declined, and with it the town
that was built around it, the library, constructed with money collected by the ladies of the Library Association, survived into the
1960s as a functioning public library operated by the town.
The St. Augustine Free Public Library, which was neither free
nor public until 1977, was supported and maintained, at its opening in 1874, by wealthy visitors who "represented the elite of the
city, most of them being Northerners by birth."" In a departure
from the female-dominated library development in Hastings,
Lemon City, and to a lesser extent, DeFuniak Springs, Blazek
noted that the city's library organization was, at first, controlled by
a number of prominent men, who "continued to serve the
Association, providing the stability and continuity essential to their
It is worth noting that
role as sources of power and influen~e."'~
the majority of those involved represented vacationers who could
afford to focus their attention on the library. In contrast, the
founders of the libraries in DeFuniak Springs and Lemon City
were local middle class clubwomen. They represented the town's
upper social echelons, but, in many cases, their husbands were
farmers, not professionals or businessmen. This confluence of
rural and small town elites raises possibilities for understanding
change that Blazek did not choose to explore. In small rural areas,
a library could originate from the ground up.
Of the three essays Blazek wrote, his 1982 study of the Lemon
City library offers the closest parallels to the history of the Hastings
Branch Library. Lemon City, like Hastings, had a more prosperous neighbor, Coconut Grove, and a peripatetic history of reloca16. "DeFuniak Springs,"379.
17. "St.Aug. Library,"l64.
18. Ibid, 166.
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tions from private to public buildings. As was the case with the
Hasting Library, a series of women's clubs organized and supported the Lemon City Library, raising money for books by holding
oyster suppers, dances, and book drives. Their efforts proved to be
so successful that the Lemon City Library's permanent building,
completed in 1904, outlived the town of Lemon City, which was
absorbed by Miami in 1925, while the building itself remained the
site of an active library until it was destroyed by fire in 1964.19The
town of Hastings may yet become a bedroom suburb of St.
Augustine, as its farmland continues to be sold off to land developers. Blazek concluded that the history of the Lemon City Library
"is tangible evidence of the cultural progress in American community life which bespeaks a higher level of felt need than that of
mere survival,"20a final thread that links these libraries with a similar pioneer past to each other and to the Hastings Library.
There has been a library of some sort in Hastings almost since
the day it was incorporated in 1911. To put this accomplishment in
perspective, it is useful to look at figures published in a 1948 survey conducted by the American Library Association:
More than 35 million Americans, 27 percent of the population, were without public libraries. Of those, 91 percent
lived in small villages, or the open country. Over half the
rural population lacked public libraries. Of the 661 counties without libraries, many were rural; three quarters were
in the south. 21
Jacksonville, forty-seven miles north of Hastings, had had a
Carnegie-built library since 1905. But in 1948, only a few rural
towns in St. Johns County, or in Florida as a whole, had a library
supported by and patronized by members of the community.
Hastings was one of those few. To quote Dotsy Miles, one of the
Hastings citizens interviewed for this essay, its library had ". . .
more books in it than the St. Augustine library."22
19. "Lemon City Library,"53.
20. Ibid., 54.
21. As quoted in Jean L. Preer, "The Wonderful World of Books: Librarians,
Publishers, and Rural Readers," Libraries €9 Culture 32.4 (199'7):403-26.
22. Dorothy "Dotsy"T. Miles, interviewed by George V. Minton, digital recording,
28 December 2006, SAHSRLMS 105, Folder 31. All interview transcripts are
located in MC 105, St. Augustine Historical Society Research Library, St.
Augustine, Florida. Subsequent references to the materials collected for this
essay will be referred to as SAHSRL MC 105 and file number.
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A Brief History of Hastings, Florida
In the late 1800s, Henry Flagler built three magnificent hotels
in St. Augustine. These hotels, with their lush accommodations
and amenities, attracted large groups of northern tourists who
wanted to winter in tropical St.Johns County, "the TB ward of the
new
In order to supply his hotel with fresh fruits and vegetables, Flagler invited his cousin, Thomas Horace Hastings, to
Florida. Hastings, with a group of fifty families, established a model
farm named Prairie Garden near the depot of Merryfield, seventeen miles southwest of St. Augustine in 1890.24People continued
to settle around Prairie Garden, and in 1911, the farm community
was incorporated as the Town of Hastings. 25 It is worth noting
that Hastings and DeFuniak Springs, the site of the library about
which Blazek wrote, share this in common: they each outgrew the
entrepreneurial intentions of the wealthy men who founded them.
During the town's heyday in the late twenties, Hastings was a
bustling town with a population of 761.26Netha Campbell Durrell
attended Hastings High School in the late 1920s. She remembers
spending time at Cole's Drug Store and other teenage wateringholes, like Freeman's and the Bird Hotel, all in the core of the
town.27 The community also supported a Masonic lodge, according to Charles Harris, a long-time resident.28
Dotsy Miles, who moved to Hastings in 1949 as a bride, remembers the town being so crowded with people and automobiles that
"you could not get into town on Saturday night." Miles recalls that
"Bob Lovett had a meat market; Mrs. McCue had a cute dime
store; Mr. Higginbothams had a little shoe store." 29 Moreover, a
hardware store, a barbershop, and an up-scale dress emporium
-

-

23. Thomas Graham, The Awakening of St. Augustine: The Anderson Family and the
Oldest City, 1821-1924 (St. Augustine: The St. Augustine Historical Society,
1978), 62.
24. Karen Harvey, St. Augustine and St. Johns County: A Pictorial Histoly (Virginia
Beach, Va: Donning Company, 1980), 150.
25. Town of Hastings, Town Incorporation, Minutes of the Hastings Town Council,
March 11, 1911. Town Offices, Binder 1, Hastings, Florida.
26. U.S. Federal Census, 1920. http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/41084484vlch2.pdf; 10/20/09.
27. Netha Campbell Durrell, interviewed by Sandie A. Stratton, digital recording,
21 December 2006, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 13.
28. Charles Harris, interview by George V. Minton, 14 November 2006, SAHSRL
MC 105, Folder 18.
29. Dotsy Miles, op. cit.
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Busy Main Street of downtown Hastings Florida circa 1929. Photograph courtesy of
the FZorida State Archives, Tallahassee.

called Carlisle's attracted customers from Jacksonville, forty-five
miles away.30 By the 1950s, two grocery stores (one of which was
an A&P),a pharmacy known as Lennox's, a dry cleaning store, and
a Ford dealership, Stanton Motors, filled the "downtown
According to town historian Francis Parish, the wife of the angry
editorial writer quoted at the beginning of this essay, the population in 1959 was "approximately 1200 in the town area with about
3000 in the surrounding farm area."32
In the 1970s, Thomas and Geneva Cave, parents of local pastor
Rev. Thomas Cave, 111, purchased the Hastings Dry Cleaners, located at 315 Main Street, from Harry and Hattie Dalton, their employers for the previous twenty years.33This change of ownership was
historically important, for it made the Caves the first black business

30. Elizabeth Ann Petty, interview by George V. Minton, digital recording, 19
January 2003, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 40.
31. Ethel B. McNeil, interview by Nicholas Cornparato, digital recording, 27
October 2006, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 29.
32. St. Augustine&cm-d 1 February 1959, p. 2, file "St.Johns CountyAreas: Hastings"
located in the St.Johns Historical Society Research Library (SAHSRL).
33. Unrecorded telephone interview by George V. Minton with Rev. Cave, 21
August 2007.
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owners on Hastings' Main Street.34 Today, on (or near Main
Street), there are two black-owned businesses: a barbershop, in
addition to Coleman's Mortuary. Overall, however, business in
Hastings has declined since the 1970s. Locals, both black and
white, drive three miles to a roadside stand called The County Line
for their fresh fruit and vegetables; when it closes down for the summer, they drive ten miles west on Route 207 to the nearest grocery
in Palatka. The rest of the stores along Main Street are long gone.
Besides the gradual decline in farming that began in the
1960s, the town never recovered from the fire that "level[ed] seven
stores" on Main Street in 1985.35 Today downtown consists of a
thriving local restaurant called Johnny's Kitchen, a modest fried
fish restaurant called Danni's, a pawnshop, and a Dollar General.
There is a Baptist church on one corner of Main Street and Route
207, and a gas station on the opposite corner. The financial landscape of Main Street remains fluid; stores go out of business and
other stores take their place.

,

-

The Library
Hastings got its first traffic light in 1917. Since then it has
always had a traffic light. Even more remarkably, Hastings has
almost always had a library. As early as 1906, the St. Johns
Methodist Episcopal Church operated the town's first library. At
some point in the early 1900s, books were stored in a building
next door to the Lattin Pharmacy, which served as the town's
schoolbook repository, as well as its second library, sharing
responsibility for the town's books with the Methodist Church.
Just before the church was pulled down in 1930, a group of seventeen women formed an organization known as the Hastings
Home Demonstration and Women's Club that formalized the
town's relationship to library development. At their first meeting
on January 26, 1928, Mrs. John Hunt, a pillar of the community,
was elected president.
34. A research project begun by Sandy Sivulich, retired Hastings librarian, has
turned up evidence concerning at least thirteen other businesses run by
African Americans "in the Hastings area in the 1940s, '50s and '60s."All but
one of these businesses, Mae Francis Hardy's "merchandisestore,"were located off Main Street. Sandy Sivulich, unpublished slide show script, p. 4 (for an
O.U.R. Community Center presentation in Hastings, FL).
35. Julia Howard and Jackie Feagin, "Fire Levels Seven Hastings Stores," St.
Augustine Record, 26 March 1985. Folder 6.
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Kelly Anne Minor, in "Power in the Land; Home
Demonstration in Florida, 1915-1960,"notes that the state's home
demonstration agency "was formally created as part of the
Cooperative Extension Service by the Smith-Lever Act of 1914,"
which gave governmental sanction to a "comprehensive system of
rural uplift, via education among rural families."36Agents in the
field were dedicated to helping women in rural communities preserve food, use pressure cookers, eliminate illness caused by unsanitary privies and kitchens, and develop curb markets and
cooperatives for selling butter, eggs, and poultry.
Establishing local libraries in country towns certainly would
qualify as "rural uplift." The State's Extension Office did not normally authorize its agents to foster the impulse to start libraries;
but it was willing to take credit for doing so. The joined name of
the club-Home Demonstration and Women's Club-identifies
the Hastings organization as a special case. At a meeting of the
Hastings Women Club held in 1951 and attended by a representative from the State Home Demonstration Office, the responsibility
of the Extension Office for the impulse to start a library was celebrated in an article written by town historian Frances Parish:
The library, which is in its 25" year, is a unique institution
not only in Hastings but also in the entire state, because it
is the only library of its size and scope that was started and
is operated by a Home Demonstration
Whatever the source of the impulse, "starting a library" was the
first item on the agenda for the third meeting held on March 16,
1928 of the Hastings Home Demonstration and Women's Club. A
committee led by Mrs. Barstow was formed to investigate the advisability of such a plan.
The charter members of the Women's Club came from the
socially and economically prominent stratum of Hastings' white
citizenry. Frances Parish, writing for the St. Augustine Record in
1963, provided a list of the names of the founders in the style that
was typical of the times; each woman was named by her husband's
first and last name: "Charter members of the Woman's Club were
as follows: Mesdame D. W. McElveen, John Hunt, George
36. Kelly Minor, "Power in the Land: Home Demonstration in Florida, 19151960,"unpublished dissertation, University of Florida, 2006, vii, fn 1, 2.
37. St. Augustine Record, 18 October 1951, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 6.
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Barrel-pack potatoes being loaded into railcars in Hastings Florida circa 1911.
Photograph courtesy of the norida State Archives, Tallahassee.

Middleton. . . ."3sThe linking of each woman with her husband's
name clearly conveys her social status; the names are a record of
the town's power structure.
Besides Mrs. John Hunt, the Club's first president, Parish
names Mrs. Hortense Wallace, whose husband Sam was mayor at
one time and owned Miles Packing Company. Mrs. Alice Stanton's
husband Charles owned Stanton Motors, the Ford dealership, and
served several terms as mayor. Mrs. Genevieve Johns, part of the
large and important Johns family who helped turn Flagler's garden
community into a town, was the wife of Delbert Johns, owner of
Bird Farm and a leading potato grower in the area.
"Social prominence" is a relative term. Hastings, compared to
St. Augustine, was a backwater town; the library's founding members did not belong in the same economic or social class as the
northern socialites wintering in St. Augustine who, according to
Blazek, banded together to establish a "free public library and
reading room" in 18'74.39The men married to the women of the
Hastings Women's Club were farmers; they got their hands dirty.
38. St. Augustine Record, 12 May 1963, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 6.
39. "St. Aug. Libra1y,'~l64.
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Nevertheless, the history of the Hastings library bears out Blazek's
argument that libraries in the state seem to have begun largely
through the efforts of a small group of civic-minded women with
the means and the time to concern themselves with the "uplift" of
their neighbors.
The early history of the Hastings Library also paralleled that of
the Lemon City Library, as mentioned earlier, in two ways. Firstly,
the south Florida library began as a subscription library created by
a core group of local women. Just as the Hastings Women's Club
would pull out their tea sets and put on their dancing shoes for
social events to raise money for their library, so would the women
in Lemon City. Secondly, the two libraries followed what Blazek
calls "the natural evolution of those [libraries] which had begun as
membership-for-fee agencies into public librarie~."~~
On April 2, 1928, the women agreed to host a silver tea, their
first f u n d r a i ~ e r At
. ~ ~a second meeting held four days later, the
minutes show that they decided to charge a nickel at the door of
their new library. Members were urged to donate books to supplement the Palatka Library's loan of fifty books a month.
On April 6, the secretary wrote that "Mrs. Durkee suggested
that the old charter members of the former Hastings Library [in
the Methodist Church] sign a paper to turn their books over to the
new organization [the Hastings Home Demonstration and
Women's Club] ."42These minutes offer the only hint that the club
planned to move the town's library from its location in the
Methodist Church to a new, more permanent location in the
Chamber of Commerce Building. This note also alluded to an
unstated reason for the Women's Club taking over the sponsorship
of the library. The Methodist Church was experiencing growing
pains; disagreements over where to relocate had caused a schism.
In the uncertainty about where the church's 400 books would go,
the Women's Club apparently felt a responsibility for the books
left homeless by the division of the church into factions.43
40. "LemonCity,"54.
41. A silver tea party was a fund-raising event, the origins of which date to 1900.
Guests made voluntary contributions (silver coins) for charitable purposes.
42. Charlotte BrubakerJohns private collection, hereafter referred to as CBJ ms.
Charlotte BrubakerJohns of St. Augustine, F'L owned a complete copy of the
records, and graciously loaned them to the authors for study. Johns' motherin-law was Genevieve Johns, the first secretary of the Women's Club, who
served in that position for many years.
43. Nancy Levine (personal interview, Sandie A. Stratton, February 24, 2009).
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TEASETS,TRACTORS,
AND T- 1 LINES
251
The opening of the new library in June, 1928, made front-page
news in the Hastings Herald:
The Women's Club is sponsoring a free library located in
the Chamber of Commerce building in Railroad Park and
announced the opening to the public on Sunday,June 23,
from 3 to 6 pm. The following week the library will be
opened on Wednesday from 3 to 6 pm.44
It was a beginning. Soon after, the library would open on a regular
basis for three hours on Wednesdays and Saturdays.
Out of their fundraising money, the Women's Club purchased
screens for the Chamber of Commerce Building. Such a purchase
was essential for the comfort of readers in the age before air-conditioning; it was also common practice for home demonstration
agents to urge rural communities to use screens for protection
against malaria-carrying mosquitoes. Screens in place, the club
could offer, at the opening of the library, more than 600 books they
had assembled, including "the latest fiction, books for children,
and the best of non-fiction."" By the end of the summer, nearly
500 books had been checked out, and the newspaper published an
appeal to the community for donations of books.46 Ninety-two of
those books were claimed during three hours of operation on a single Saturday afternoon, according to the article. The demand for
books was so great that the Women's Club sent out a call for immediate donations of books. They preferred books to donations of
cash, since book orders would have taken time to fill.
By September, the complement of books, according to the
Library Committee's report, had reached 850. To restock the
shelves, the new library charged three cents a day for books
loaned to patrons. To augment the money they collected for
books charged out, the group held a social tea and bridge party
at the Hotel Hastings. Twenty-one dollars were raised in October
for book purchases.47
Books continued to fill the library's shelves over the next two
years. Two hundred books arrived from the Newark Free Library
in New Jersey, a donation that enabled the women to contribute

44. Pacetti-Stratton private collection of The Hastings Herald.
45. Hustings Herald, June 1928, ibid.
46. Hastings Herald, August 1928, ibid.
47. Minutes, 19 October 1928 (CBJ ms).
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books to the Hastings High School so that the school could meet
accreditation req~irernents.~~
ByJanuary 1929, the Women's Club
library in the Chamber of Commerce Building had acquired 1,060
adult books and 280 children's books and a new heater.49When
the group was offered the opportunity to rent Dr. Lattin's empty
storehouse for a clubroom, they accepted.
The Lattin Building clubhouse was rented out to other clubs
in the community. Hastings has supported a full complement of
clubs and civic groups: the Women's Wednesday Club, the Nifty
Nine Gang, American Legion, the Rotary Club, the Lions
The fact that the Hastings Home Demonstration and Women's
Club began preparing lunches for the Rotary Club meetings suggests that the husbands of these socially prominent women supported their efforts. Club members prepared and sold flavoring
extracts (the influence of the Home Demonstration agency can
surely be seen here). The club's fundraising efforts enabled the
women to spend a monthly average of twenty-three dollars on
books during the spring and summer, a considerable sum in 1930,
the first year after the stock market crash. Their fundraising efforts
were typical of women's clubs of the era.
In Free to All: Carnegie Libraries and American Culture (1995),
Abigail A. Van Slyck writes that, in Midwestern cities of the teens
and twenties, "the prohibition on handling cash made it particularly difficult for club women to find a home for the [social]
library."51 It was considered unwomanly to raise money the way
men would, by borrowing from a bank, or selling property.
Holding silver teas, on the other hand, would allow these clubwomen to preserve the social conventions of ladylike hospitality.
But such funding activities did not bring in much cash, making it
difficult to pay rent on comfortable accommodations for their
library. "Of a sample of eighty-two towns," Slyck writes, "eleven had
no library at the time they asked for a Carnegie glft," while twentysix of those groups applying
48. Ibid.
49. Minutes,January 1929 (CBJ ms).
50. Greg Leonard, A Homecoming at Hastings, Florida, Powerpoint Presentation
cd, 2006. Leonard identifies the Women's Wednesday Club as a sponsor for a
Hastings library, but the authors of this essay found no other evidence to sup
port this claim.
5 1. Abigail Van Slyck, Free to All: Carnegie libraries & Ammican culture, 1890-1920.
(Chicago:University of Chicago Press), 128.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol88/iss2/6

16

Levine: Florida Classroom: Tea Sets, Tractors, T-1 Lines: The Survival of

. . . housed their libraries somewhere in the city hall, sixteen used rented rooms in a commercial block, six used
a room in the school building, and four used a room in
the county courthouse. In four remaining towns, the
libraries were located in the Soldiers Memorial Hall, the
YMCA, a church basement, and on the shelves of a drugstore, respectively. 52

During the years that the Hastings Home Demonstration and
Women's Club took responsibility for the library, it resided in the
storeroom of a drugstore. Later, it was located in a room set aside
in the Chamber of Commerce building, and from 1937 spent the
next forty-eight years on the first floor of the WPA-funded Civic
Center. The migratory nature of the library in Hastings is a regional characteristic shared with western and Midwestern libraries during the period of Carnegie's largesse, and in much of the South, to
this day. Van Slyck continues: "The East may have seen a great
library building boom in the 1880s, but purpose-built library buildHastings never had a "purings were still a rarity in the
pose-built library," although it has never lacked for library services.
What motivated these "pioneers with teapots"? Dotsy Miles,
whose interview was quoted earlier in this essay, notes that her
mother-in-law (referred to as "Grandma") was a member of the
Hastings Home Demonstration and Women's Club:

. . . the Hastings library had more books in it than the St.
Augustine library. The early settlers in Hastings, by and
large, were well read and educated people, and they were
interested in literature and things like that. They started
a library. I do not know who started it, but Grandma was
very active in it for years, and I would take her and any
other lady that was on the board to Jacksonville to buy
books. That was my contact with the 1ibra1-y.~~
In his essay on the "pioneer library" in Lemon City, Blazek wrote,
"Florida, a relatively new state (1845), lacked the bookish heritage
of others and early libraries were generally found in the northern
~~
evalparts of the state close to the seats of g ~ v e r n m e n t . "Blazek's
52.
53.
54.
55.

Ibid.
Van Slyck, op. cit.
Dotsy Miles interview, op. cit.
"Lemon City, Florida," 3940.
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uation of the state's lack of "bookish heritage" does not necessarily apply to the pioneer community that arose in Hastings. As Dotsy
Miles puts it, " The early settlers in Hastings, by and large, were well read
and educated people and thq, were interested in literat~re."~~
The Home Demonstration and Women's Club did not restrict
their community efforts to supplying the town with library services.
The library was one of many community projects. They beautified
the town by planting trees and flowers, and by sponsoring clean-up
days. They supported the Girl Scouts and 4 H clubs. Children who
could not afford school lunches were allowed to eat in the school
cafeteria because of money donated by the Women's Club. Books
were bought for the (white) school library; children were ferried
to St. Augustine for doctors' and dentists' appointments. The
Women's Club made the health and intellectual development of
the citizen's of Hastings their business.
Like many other libraries during the early part of the century, this facility charged a low rental fee of three cents for new or
popular books, placing the Hastings Library squarely within the
trend followed by social libraries of the early 1900s. The Carnegie
libraries helped establish the modern idea that libraries should be
"free to all," but that idea, according to Theodore Jones in his
Library of Congress monograph, didn't extend to blacks; some
communities in the South "explicitly requested and received
Carnegie funds for segregated libraries. . . ."57 Although the
Carnegie-built library established in nearby Jacksonville in 1905
was free to the public, African Americans were allowed to withdraw books, but not to read them in the library. In Hastings,
library service was restricted to whites. A questionnaire filled out
by the librarian Dorothy E. Coe for the fiscal year 1951 noted that
the Hastings Public Library, now housed in the Civic Center, gives
"free service to all." The report contains a multiple-choice question: "whites; Negroes; both." Coe underlined "whites." Ten years
later, she filled out a similar fiscal report with the same informat i ~ n It. ~
would
~ have been taken for granted in the segregated
South that no "Negroes" would be allowed to borrow books or
enter a "white" library.
56. Dotsy Miles interview, op. cit. Emphasis added.
57. Theodore Jones, Carnegie Libraries Across America: A Public Legacy (Washington,
D.C.: Preservation Press, 1997), 93.
58. Dorothy Coe, fiscal report, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 2.
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During the five years that the library was located on Park
Avenue in the Chamber of Commerce Building, the women
increased the number of books from 400 to over 2,000. Three cents
a book was not enough to pay for the upkeep of the building, but
it helped the women,'^ Club put new books on the shelves. When
the time came to move, the club had to look for outside funding.
Most of the buildings in town were made of wood, and termite
damage in Florida was an unavoidable fact of life. When the
Chamber of Commerce Building began to show signs of structural
weakness, the women relocated the library to the clubhouse building on Lattin Street (itself in rather poor repair), where it
remained from 1933 to 1937. In the winter of 1934, during the
darkest period of the Great Depression, the city of Hastings and
officials representing St. Johns County jointly applied for WPA
funding to build a civic center.
The Hastings Home
Demonstration and Women's Club was the catalyst for this application. When the Civic Center was completed in 1937, the library
moved into the northern wing of the first floor.
Although the Depression caused almost universal hardship,
farming communities were especially hard hit. Historian David M.
Kennedy writes, in Freedomfrom Fear, that "...[o]n America's farms,
income had plummeted from $6 billion in what for farmers was
the already lean year of 1929 to $2 billion in 1932."~~
By the midthirties, the farm economy was bottoming out: "More than half of
all farm families had annual incomes of less than a thousand dollars. In 1934 the per capita income of farm households was just
$167."60 President Franklin Roosevelt's Works Project
Administration provided funding for over 100,000 buildings for
civic use. In Hastings, a civic center built with WPA funding would
have received support from the businessmen of the community
because of the boost it would give to the local economy-jobs for
local workers, money for services to these workers and for building
materials. Bunnell, a small farming community in nearby Flagler
County, seems to have made the same decision. A civic center,
funded with WPA money, was built and used to house its library.
According to David Kennedy, the building of WPA structures
frequently had a political dimension: "All politics is local.
59. David M. Kennedy, FreedomfiomFear: The American People in D@ession and War,
1929-1945 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), 163.
60. Kennedy, 192.
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Roosevelt used [the WPA] to build up those local bosses who
would, in turn, support his national program^."^^ The era of silver
teas might have ended with the move to the Civic Center considered in 1937, although the Women's Club continued to plan
lunches. The transition marked new concerns about where and
how the women would raise money. Increasingly, they voiced these
concerns to elected officials of the county.
The Hastings Library remained in the Civic Center for the
next forty-eight years. Was this building intended as "the next
stage" for the library? It is unlikely that a built-for-use library was
consideredin 1937, with the Civic Center, a two-story affair, such a
new part of the town's physical signature.
A Home Demonstration kitchen was fitted up on the first floor
during the years of the Great Depression and linked to the library
in correspondence with Larson and Hunt, Inc., the rental agency
that held the lease. In a note to the club president Mrs. E. S. Miles
concerning rental fees, the general chairman writes:
Supplementingour telephone conversation relative to the
rental of the Library and Canning Club rooms in the new
Hastings Community Center by your organization, this is
to advise you that a fair rental would be ten dollars . . . per
month.62
During the Cold War, the first floor doubled as a Civil Defense
bomb shelter. The library took up only 1200 or so feet of the first
floor. But the women had access to a large auditorium, dining
room and kitchen, for a fee of $75 a year.63
During the forty-eight years that the library was in the Civic
Center, the library was run by a series of volunteers; Dorothy Parish
named some of these civic-minded women in a St. Augustine Record
article published in 1963: "During the years it has been there Mrs.
George Middleton, Mrs. C. C. Stanton, and Miss Dorothy Coe have
been among those giving their time and efforts to the running of
the library."64Forty-eight years is a long time for a single club in a
small town to have control of an evanescent institution like a social
library. In Bunnell, sponsorship of the library changed hands as
61.
62.
63.
64.

Kennedy, 253.
Flagler Tribune, 21 April 192'7, n.p., SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 6.
Letter, Larson & Hunt, Inc., 20 February 193'7, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 9.
The St. Augustine Recmd, 12 May 1963, n.p. SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 6.
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local sponsors came and went. Blazek reports that responsibility for
the Lemon City Library fell to groups with names like the Busy
Bees, variously and erroneously named in the Tropical Sun as the
Buzzing ~ e l l e sLike
. ~ ~the history of the library in Lemon City, the
Hastings library's development followed an evolutionary trajectory
from private reading group to public library. But it appears that the
Home Demonstration and Women's Club did maintain continuous
sponsorship and only began to share the oversight of the library
with another group in 1963, when the Business and Professional
Women's Club of Hastings took an interest in the maintenance of
the library. The interest of this new club probably reflected a
greater sophistication on the part of Hastings clubwomen in their
dealings with bureaucracy and the integration of women into the
larger world of commerce.
Margaret Stevens, who had no library experience or training,
became librarian (still a part-time position) in 1969. The period
of her employment is notable because it signals a shift in attention
to two underserved segments of the population: children and
African Americans.
In his 1998 history of the public library in the United States,
Lowell A. Martin points out that "the earliest libraries actually did
not serve children; they restricted access to those over twelve or
fourteen. . . for it was assumed that the presence of youngsters
would disturb serious adult readers."66 Although the Hastings
Home Demonstration and Women's Club did purchase or borrow
books that would appeal to children, there had previously been
no efforts to plan programs that would bring them into the
library. Margaret Stevens' innovative reading programs, however,
encouraged the participation of all the children in the community of Hastings.
As her daughter Elizabeth Petty says, she "got a little flak" for
stating that the library should be an available resource for everyone. Stevens took steps to provide reading programs that would
include not only white children, but also African American chil-

, .

i.5:

-., ,..

65. For the names of women's clubs responsible for the Bunnell library, see the
following editions of the Flagler Tribune: 11 April 1927, p. 1; 4 May 1933, n.p.
SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 6. For the names of women's clubs in Lemon City,
see Blazek, "Libraryin a Pioneer Community,"47-48.
66. Enrichment: A History of the Public Libray in the United States in the Twentieth
Century (Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 1998), 57.
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dren who had been excluded previously because of their color and
level of literacy. Her daughter remembers that she "got books and
sat and read. . . ." to children who told her they could not read,
black and white together.67
By inviting black children to attend her reading programs,
Margaret Stevens helped prepare the way for integration in
Hastings. According to Rev. Robert Holtz, who retired as pastor at
the Saint Stephens United Methodist Church in 1996, Margaret
Stevens was the only reason he became a long-time member of the
Hastings Friends of the Library after its start in 1989: "She was very
loyal [to the Friends of the Library] and was accepted by the
blacks, and we had faith in her."68
The year 19'79 marked an important milestone for the
library and its growing programs. In August of 19'79, Virginia
Pardon was hired as a permanent part-time employee; over the
years her position became fulltime. It is likely that the funds that
supplied the town with a Books By Mail service, sponsored by the
St. Johns County Library system, made it possible to transform
her position to paid full-time status. A newcomer to Hastings,
Pardon had begun by working as a volunteer while the library
was still located in the Civic Center. Like Margaret Stevens,
Virginia Pardon "had never been trained as a librarian but she
agreed to accept the challenge.. .."69Pardon accepted the help
of her predecessor, Margaret Stevens, who, after she retired,
stayed on as a volunteer, working primarily with the librarian on
the children's programs.
Virginia Pardon, like her friend Margaret Stevens, built relationships with African American adults in Hastings. In the summer of 1980, Pardon offered Rev. Holtz the library as a space
where the children from St. Stephens Church could go after
Bible study. Rev. Holtz notes that "I had 125 children that I
saved in the morning, and the 125 went down to the library in
the aftern~on."'~

6'7. Elizabeth Petty, interview by George V. Minton, digital recording, 19 January
2007, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 40.
68. Rev. Robert L. Holtz, interview by George V. Minton, digital recording, 8
February 200'7. SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 19.
69. Karen Harvey, "Mail-a-Book Program One of Several Hastings Library
Services,"St. Augzlstine Record, 'IJanuary 1988, n.p.
'70. Holtz interview, op. cit.
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In the 1980s Virginia Pardon shared space in the Civic Center
library with a young African American woman, TanyaJackson, who
was hired by the county to direct a recreational program for children in Hastings. According to Jackson, African American children
congregated in the library after school: "[K] ids . . . came in to do
homework, learn different games and mingle with different kids,
different races.. .In 1984. . . that is when I see more blacks and
whites getting together, working and playing."71 When the
Hastings Library relocated from the Civic Center to the band practice room inl985, Jackson told Pardon that "she was moving along
with her" and for years, the Recreation Center occupied a trailer
next to the band practice room 1ibra1-y.~~
Adult African Americans, by common custom, never used the
library until desegregation was well underway, partly because it was
in the white part of town. Virginia Pardon, however, encouraged
and sometimes required parents, regardless of color, to come into
the library with their children. Pastor Chris Coleman points out
that the Hastings Library was the "only place in the community at
that time that everybody, regardless of color, could come."73As
Jackson puts it, speaking of the time she worked with Pardon in the
'80s, "The library was integrated."74
Hastings Branch Public Library, in the sixties and seventies,
was an oasis of racial accord, comparatively speaking. Conflict
raged in nearby St. Augustine and Jacksonville during the Civil
Rights period. Ax Handle Saturday, the sit-in that resulted in violence, put Jacksonville on the map in the national conflict in 1960;
the arrest of Ralph Abernathy and Martin Luther King while trying
to get service at a restaurant in 1964, marked a highpoint-or low
point--of racial conflict in St. Augustine.
In order to forestall such conflict, city commissioners responded positively to the St. Augustine NAACP chapter's request, in the
early1950s, for funds to support recreational facilities and a separate library for blacks. "Since neither request threatened traditional racial customs," writes David R. Colburn in his well-researched
71. Tanya Jackson, interview by George V. Minton, digital recording, 1 February
2007, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 21.
72. Virginia Pardon, interview by Belinda J. Delzell, East Palatka, FL. 21 January
2007, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 37.
73. Christopher Coleman, interview by Amanda Hillman, digital recording, 17
October 2006, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 12.
74. Tanya Jackson, interview, op. cit.
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history of the Civil Rights Movement in St. Augustine, "city commissioners approved both requests."75 Barbara Vickers (a vocal
leader in the town's civil rights movement) notes further that a
lending library serving "colored people" was established in ,
Lincolnville, the black neighborhood in St. Augustine, "because
the St. Augustine Free Public Library only served whites."76It was
supplied with books; the library was in the back room of a confectioner's shop, but was not apparently used by the Lincolnville
black community with any regularity. The African American com- '
munity in Hastings, living primarily on the north side of Main I
Street (hereafter referred to as "the Northside"), did not have L'
access to the Hastings Branch Public Library, either.
Barbara Oliver, an African American woman who grew up on
the Northside, told the authors of this essay: "The library wasn't
a place that we would go to get information; in fact it was kind of
like it wasn't allowed. . . . We just learned to live with that."77
Northsiders did not cross the railroad tracks to the south side
(where the library was located), if they could avoid it. Lacking a
library of their own, the children of the Northside were served by
their dedicated teachers at Walter E. Harris, the so-called black
school.78One such person was Lucy Carter, a teacher and resident of Hastings. Speaking about her Aunt Lucy, Barbara Oliver
observed: "She loved teaching. She would have papers everywhere and she would always know what was in what stack. She
had World Book Encyclopedias and my first Funk and ~ a ~ n a l l . " ~ ~
When students came to Carter's house after school for help with
their homework, she would let them find what they needed in
her home library of second-hand, out-of-date books and maga-

75. David R Colburn's book, Racial Change and Community C*is St. AugustineFlorida,
1877-1980 (New York: Columbia University, 1985), 27-28. Also see Claudia S.
Slate, "Battle for St. Augustine 1964: Public Record and Personal Recollection,"
Flon'du Historical Quarterij, Volume 84, no. 4 (Spring 2006), 541-569, and Dan R.
Warren, I f It Takes All Summer: Martin Luther King the KKK, and States' Rights in
St. Augustine, 1964 (Tuscaloosa:University of Alabama Press, 2008).
76. "The Heart of Lincolnville," El Escribano, the St Augustine Journal of History, 43
(2006), 114.
77. Barbara Carter Oliver, interview by George V. Minton, digital recording, 18
June 2007, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 35.
78. The school for African Americans in Hastings was known as the Hastings
Vocational Training School, until 1957 when it was renamed the Walter E.
Harris High School.
79. Barbara Carter Oliver, interview, op. cit.
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zines. Carter's collection of books was one of the "hidden
libraries" that served Hastings's black community through the
eighties and into the nineties.
Like other black teachers in Hastings, Carter collected books
that had been discarded from the white schools and the Hastings
Library. Like many other African-American women, she worked
weekends as a domestic in white homes. Her employers, knowing
of her efforts to help children from the Northside, gave her castaside books to take home. The black school was supplied with
outdated books from the white school. "We knew that our books
were books that the white school wasn't using anymore," as
Oliver puts it.
Before desegregation, black schools in the South rarely had
equal access to new books. Julius Rosenwald, the philanthropist,
tried to correct the imbalance in a small way by offering monetary
support to a limited number of southern states. President of the
Sears, Roebuck Company, Rosenwald established a fund to build
schools for African Americans in 1917.A component of his project
provided books to black school libraries. Louis S. Robbins, in his
study on the effect the Rosenwald Fund had on reading in
Oklahoma, writes that "[tlhe Rosenwald books were the first
library books one Florida school had had, and a Tennessee teacher
reported her pupils consuming the books like hungry birds."
Typically, however, black students got secondhand books, discarded by white schools. The experience of Ruth Bean Hicks, a segregated school graduate, is emblematic:

. . . before [the 19541 Brown v. the Board of Education
we got the old books, the old typewriters, old band uniforms ...We never got new books; we got the old books.
. .whatever they [the white school] used. [Until the
Supreme Court decision] I'd never seen a brand new
book in all my years of school and I was in the tenth
grade

80. Louis S. Robbins, "Changingthe Geography of Reading in a Southern Border
State: The Rosenwald Fund and the WPA in Oklahoma, " Libraries €3 Culture:
Historical Essays Honoring Legacy of Donald G. Davis, Jr. (Washington, D.C.:
Library of Congress Center for the Book, 2006), 137, 139. Also see Mary S.
Hoffshwelle, The Rosenwald Schools of the American South (Gainesville:University
Press of Florida, 2006).
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Schools in St. Johns County refused to desegregate until the
federal government threatened to cut the funding for schools that
would not accept black children.81 Until desegregation gave black
students equal access to books, Northsiders who wanted their children to be successful had to create home libraries. They had no
other choice. Because of their attempts to minimize the unfair distribution of resources, several local African American teachers
deserve to be remembered: Barbara Oliver's aunt Lucy Carter and
her colleagues at Walter E. Harris, Jannie L. Frazier and Nurse
~ r i t t o n .Like
~ ~ Carter, they collected books from other resourceful members of the community. These teachers taught their students to love books and to value education. Although not libraries
in the institutional sense, these home-based book centers served in
that capacity; hidden libraries provided enrichment for the children of the African American communities.
The concept of the "county library" was introduced to St.
Johns County by ordinance in 1977. At that time, the Hastings
Library became a branch of the St. Johns County Library System.
From 197'7 to 1985, the Civic Center continued to house the
library, but the space became increasingly cramped and unsafe.
Ostensibly, the county and state could be called upon for support,
and once the Hastings Library became a "county library," the town
could apply for grants and matching state funding. But Hastings is
a small town in an undeveloped rural area. Located in District
Two, it is the poorest and least populated district in the county.
How could Hastings make the Board of County Commissioners listen to its needs in the general clamor for funding?
81. David Colburn, Racial Change and Community Crisis:St. Augustine, Florida, 18771980 (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1991), 199. According to
Colburn, in the summer of 1969, St.Johns County voted that "it would retain
a freedom-ofchoice segregated school system" (198). However, later that
same year, the State governor, Claude Kirk, announced that Florida would
assume "a desegregated school system" and the Nixon administration
declared that "federal funds would be cut off to schools failing to integrate"
(199).
82. Very little is known about Jannie L. Fraizier, except that she began teaching
in 1920 (St.Johns County Board of Education minutes, Aug. 19,1915-July 16,
1923 ledger, 174); she later served as principal of the "Negro School at East
Hastings" (SJCBE minutes,July 8,1938-March 14,1946,5). Even less is known
about Nurse Britton; she was a county nurse whose main responsibility was to
administer vaccinations to children in the St. Johns County Schools. On her
visits to W. E. Harris, she apparently brought books that she had collected on
her visits to other schools in the county.
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That question was answered, in part, when the St. Johns
County Library Advisory Board was established in 1977. Initially a
five-member appointed committee, the number of board members
grew to seven by 1989. They reported to the County
Commissioners. Designed to serve in an oversight capacity, the
Advisory Board gradually became an advocate for the improvement of the library facility in Hastings, among other facilities in
the county.
By 1988, after forty-eight years in the Civic Center, the library
had become dilapidated and its 1800 square-foot space offered
insufficient room. The town desperately needed a larger, safer
facility. The town petitioned the Board of Education for use of
the old, derelict Hastings High School concession stand, which
had at one time also served as the band practice room. The building was described as a "cast off" in a report submitted to the
Board in 1 9 8 8 . ~ ~
Since the "cast off was scheduled for demolition, the Board of
Education was glad to offer it to Hastings. The advantages of this
move seemed obvious, to the Board and to the town. The county
would save money; the town would get a better place to put the
library, once the concession stand was renovated. Moreover, this
2,256-quare-foot,standalone building offered more space than the
Civic Center room.
A year later the Library Advisory Board revisited the problems
of this "struggling library." Board member Dr. George Detrnold was
assigned the job of assessing the condition of the concession stand
where the library was now housed. He reported that the county had
"repaired the roof, installed new wiring, hung flurorescent [sic]
lights from the ceiling, boarded up the opening for the concession
stand, and installed two [window] room air conditioner^."^^
The library, however, was considered a "hardship post." It was
cold in winter and hot in summer, in spite of the two window-unit
air conditioners. Neither the storage area nor the reading rooms
were insulated. The plumbing was antiquated. The ceiling of the
building leaked when it rained, cutting the usable space in half.

83. George E. Detrnold, "The Hastings Public Library Summer Program for
Children," report submitted to the St Augustine: St. Johns County Public
Library Advisory Board, 1988,l. SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 10.
84. Detrnold, "The Hastings Public Library Building: A Report to the Library
Advisory Board (1989), SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 10, p. 13.
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Books under these conditions had a short shelf life. When the
library was used for children's programs, adult patrons had
nowhere to sit. Dr. Detrnold concluded that "the people of
Hastings.. .deserve something better." That "something better"
took form in a request for "the renovation or replacement of the
Hastings Public Library building," the recommendation that was
sent to the County commissioner^.^^
Because the Library Advisory Board was the link to the County
Commissioners, the appointment of Dr. Patricia Laurencelle to
the Board in the fall of 1988 was of primary importance to the
town of Hastings. She assumed the chair in 1989 and Margaret
Stevens, now retired as librarian, joined the Board. Thus, the
Board acquired a resident advocate for the library in Hastings and
a sympathetic leader, Dr. Laurencelle, who served on the Library
Advisory Board for ten years and five years as chair. The St. Johns
Library Advisory Board would serve as the advocate for the standalone library the town needed. This was the perception of the
Hastings Friends of the Library (FOL),founded by Steve Moranda
in 1989, who at the time was a member of the Board of Education
in St. Augustine. The FOL was to play an active role in the campaign to solve Hastings' library problem.
As Dr. Laurencelle expressed it, the most important thing the
Board accomplished during her ten years of service was to convince the County Commissioners that "no matter who was commissioner, supporting the library was an asset to getting elected. We
went from stepchild [of the county] to Motherhood and apple
pie."86But more than advocacy is needed to support libraries. The
County Commissioners could ignore the Board unless voters
expressed the willingness to support a tax referendum on behalf of
library development. Support for the tax referendum came from
the St. Augustine Friends of the Library and the St. Johns County
Library Association who, with the Library Advisory Board's encouragement, stimulated sympathy for the measure with campaigns
and drives. As a result, a 69 percent majority passed the county referendum in 1984. The referendum called for a "1mil for one year"
tax for the purpose of constructing a new library. The Board of
County Commissioners decided that the Main Library in St.
85. Ibid.
86. Dr. Pat Laurencelle, interview by Nancy Levine, St. Augustine, FL. 15
September 2005, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 25.
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Augustine would be built first. Its doors opened on February 14,
1985. Approximately a million dollars remained from the County
Referendum "one year/one mil" tax. If the playing field had been
level, Hastings would have had been next in line after Ponte Vedra
for its own standalone library; its citizens paid their taxes like the
people who lived in the communities where libraries were subsequently
Ponte Vedra, the second library, was completed in 1993.
Hastings's goal of building a standalone library appeared on the
1994 report of the St. Johns County Capital Budget and Capital
Improvement Program as a number one priority: a "new six thousand foot Hastings Library" was to be built on "two acres of donated
A~Capital
land." Construction was to have started in October 1 9 9 3 . ~
Improvement Program is, however, little more than a wish list.
From 1989 to 199'7, five members of the Hastings Friends of
the Library, served on the Library Advisory Board. Articulate and
committed to the construction of the Hastings Library, they promoted the action continuously as they individually rotated on and
off the Library Advisory Board. The FOL's desire to obtain a freestanding library for the town was expressed in a letter Steve
Moranda, the group's first president, wrote to the membership
shortly after his election and the group's foundation in 1989:
Taking the direction of the members present, I met with
superintendent, Otis Mason. I discussed the possibility of
our organization asking the school board for the permission to use land near the current library for the new facility. Mr. Mason was very receptive to this idea. We now
need to plan our overall strategy for getting our new
library started.89
By 1990, the membership of the FOL numbered 12'7, an impressive number that represented more than one-fourth of the town's
population of 500. In this case, however, popular support did not
translate into political clout.
87. The list of branch libraries built by St.Johns County includes, in chronological order, the following: Ponte Vedra, Bartram Trail, Southeast, and Anastasia
Island.
88. Capital Budget, St. Johns County Florida, Binder 1, 1993. A copy of this
record is on file in SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 53.
89. Steve Moranda, Letter to Hastings' Friends of the Library, SAHSRL MC 105,
Folder 8.
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The possibility that the town would get a standalone library
looked very promising to the FOL in 1990. They had the advocacy
of the Library Advisory Board. In fact, three years later, at the
February 22, 1993 meeting of the Advisory Board, Michael Rouse,
then Director of the St. Johns County Libraries, assured the
Library Advisory Board that he strongly favored a new library for
Hastings. At an ad hoc meeting of the FOL, on June 14,1993, however, Commissioner Moses Floyd and newly appointed Director of
Libraries MaryJane Little dashed the group's hopes. They told the
members that the Board of County Commissioners had decided in
favor of a plan to renovate the old Hastings High School, even
though renovation would cost three times more than building a
new library building. What happened between Director Michael
Rouse's address to the Library Advisory Board in February and
Commissioner Floyd's meeting with the FOL four months later is
a commonplace story of how the squeaky wheel gets the grease.
But it is a story worth telling, because it exemplifies the impact of
political maneuvering on the survival of a rural library.
The story began in March 1991 when County Advisory Board
member Peter Van Overbeek reported to the FOL the following
notable items: I ) the group's request to have land transferred to
the town of Hastings from the Board of Education had been
bumped from the Board of County Commissioners' meeting
agenda; 2) the county was considering a multifunctional building
utilizing the old Hastings High School; and 3) the money left
over from the recent tax initiative (approximately a million dollars) would be used to build a library in Ponte Vedra (as previously mentioned)
The FOL believed, incorrectly as it turned out, that there had
been a commitment from the Board of Education that land would
be made available for a library in Hastings. In a letter to Michael
Rouse, Director of St. Johns County Libraries, David Toner (an
administrator from the School Board) wrote: ". . . a determination
will have to be made in regards to the old school building and the
potential use of this site for future construction before a final decision can be made as to designating the requested two acres for a
library."g1 Given the available information, a promise from the
90. FOL minutes, March 21, 1991, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 8.
91. St. Johns Library Advisory Board Notebook, Oct. 1991-Mar. 1993, Southeast
Library Archive.
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School Board that two acres of land would be made available for a
standalone school seems unlikely. Mr. Toner's letter suggests that
the School Board would only consider the transfer of land once
the option of renovating the old high school had been considered.
If that plan had been rejected, then the high school would have
been demolished, freeing up the two acres for a new libraryg2
In March, 1993, following Library Director Rouse's assurances
to the Library Advisory Board that he favored building a standalone library in Hastings, the county's Director of Construction
Michael Rubin walked through the old high school with MaryJane
Little, who was then the Assistant Director, to determine whether
renovation was feasible. The roof had fallen in; there were holes in
the floor; bird dung covered what flooring remained. Michael
Rubin saw enough to convince him that the cost of renovation
would be "prohibitive." He felt that an investigation would reveal
a "tremendous amount of asbestos. . . used in the building in the
stucco plaster finishes, floor tile, pipe insulation and other
areas. . . ." He estimated that the renovation would cost approximately three times as much as erecting the building that Nicholas
Meiszer, the County Administrator, had proposed.g3
Shortly after Rubin made his report to Director of Libraries
Michael Rouse, Mary Jane Little recalls that she began receiving
telephone calls at home from members of the Board of County
Commissioners and her own boss, County Administrator Meiszer,
urging her to "look into" the possibility of renovating the high
school instead of building the town of Hastings a new library. She
was slated to take Michael Rouse's place as Director of Libraries
when he stepped down in the spring. The calls strongly implied,
according to Ms. Little, that it would do her political career good
if she were to prove to be a team player?4
In the minutes to the June 14& ad hoc meeting of the FOL,
Little was listed, under "members present," as "M. J. Little, Library
Director SJCO." Commissioner Moses Floyd attended as a "Guest."
(It is unusual but not unheard of for a Commissioner to attend a
TEASETS,TRACTORS,
AND T- 1 LINES

92. St. Johns Library Advisory Board Notebook, Oct. 1991-Mar. 1993, Southeast
Library Archive.
93. Memo, from Michael Ruben, Dir. of Construction, to Michael Rouse, Dr. of
Libraries. March 10, 1993. Binder 1991-1993, March 1993, Southeast Branch
Library archive.
94. Mary Jane Little, interview by George Minton and Nancy Levine, digital
recording, 24 February 2009.
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Friends meeting, but Hastings was in Commissioner Floyd's District
and he was a graduate of Walter E. Harris High School in Hastings).
Little reported to the group that she had been reminded by
Nicholas Meiszer, the SJCO Administrator, that both of them
"[serve] at the pleasure of the County Commissioners..." and that
the key players in decisions concerning the design of the new
library space would be "the County Construction Manager, the
County Library Director and the County Administrator." She stated for the record, however, that "a standalone library was preferred." Mr. Floyd responded that "it was better to come up with
75% of something than 100% of nothing." It is worth noting that
Mr. Floyd was one of the commissioners who called Little at home
and urged her to be a team player, especially since he suggested,
according to the minutes, that the FOL make a similar gesture of
compliance. According to the minutes, he "requested that in a
spirit of cooperation, the FOL make a motion to be housed in the
HHS building." They politely declined. The minutes closed with
the following declaration:
The FOL wishes to state once more, for the record, their
unwavering support for a standalone library. This position
has not changed since the inception of the organization.
The FOL further recognizes, that as part of the SJCO
Library System, subordination to the Library System's final
recommendation is also required.95
Who was the squeaky wheel? What sort of pressure had been
brought to bear on the decision of the key players to back a plan
that was more costly, at first blush, then the FOL's request for a
standalone library?
When word began to circulate that the St.Johns County School
Board had decided to raze the long vacant Hastings High School
building, a group of Hastings citizens who had graduated from the
old white high school decided to save the building; they called
themselves the Alumni Association. Their proposal was known as
the "Save Our School" plan or "SOS." In 1992, the Alumni
Association was incorporated, according to the group's leader,
Hastings real estate broker Terry Pacetti, so that they could declare
the high school building an historic site and apply for grant money:

95. FOL minutes,June 14, 1993, op. cit.
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"We had formed the Hastings High Alumni Association and it had
been approved for tax free [501 (C) (3)] status. . . ."96
Jane Rogero, a life-long resident of Hastings, recalled a meeting
held in the Rotary Room of the library early in 1992 during which forty
Alumni Association members discussed plans to save the high school.
Several days later, members of the Alumni Association donned hard
hats and warily picked their way through the derelict building with
flashlights, "walking in ankle-deep pigeon droppings. . . ."97
In April of 1993, the School Board approved the demolition of
the old high school building and a date was set. By all accounts,
Terry Pacetti rallied the Hastings High School Alumni Association
for a last-minute effort to save the eighty-year-old building.
As a first step, the Alumni Association had to halt the demolition. According to Pacetti, on the evening before the building was
to be bulldozed, at least a hundred people showed up at the site to
protest.98 That night, "[wle were all hepped up," recalls Jane
R ~ ~ e rThe
o . demolition
~ ~
contractor overheard a member of the
group saying, "We'll tieJane to the front door [of the derelict building]," and apparently took the comment seriously. The bulldozer
stopped in its tracks. Although no such stunt actually occurred, it
was reported as fact in the local newspaper.100The story has since
become a local legend. That kind of buzz could capture the attention of county administrators concerned about re-election.
Amidst all the hoopla, with the bulldozer operator waiting in
the background, Pacetti initiated negotiations with the demolition
contractor. County Administrator Meiszer, hearing about the gathering crowd, also hurried to the scene; he recalled that "we actually prevailed upon the operator to stop and give us a little more
time. . . ."lo' According to James Wright, a local contractor, the
demolition contractor demanded $25,000 to halt the job. Half of
96. Terry Pacetti, interview by Belinda J. Delzell, digital recording, 27 December
2006, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 36.
97. Franceska Hanley, "The Fight For Hastings HS Goes On,"St. Augustine Record,
18 August 1993.
98. Pacetti, ibid.
99. Jane Rogero, interview by BelindaJ. Delzell, Hastings, FL. 21 November 2006,
SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 47.
100. Jeanette Bradley, "New life for old school: High school rededicated as HHS
Community Building," St. Augustine Record, March 1, 1998, n.p. to 12A. SAHSRL Mc 105, Folder 6.
101. Nicholas Meiszer, interview by George V. Minton, digital recording, 18
October 2006, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 30.
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that sum, he further noted, came from the School Board; the
other half was raised in the community.102
The Alumni Association initiated negotiations with the St.
Johns County School Board, the owners of the high school building. Several prominent Alumni Association members appeared
before the ~ o a r dand
l ~ were
~ told that the property could be given
only to a "governmental entity." Realizing that "all of the use of the
building [would have] to be for government services," Terry
Pacetti observed that the Alumni Association then asked if the
Board would give the property to St. Johns County. The Board
agreed, but the county said it had no use for the property.lo4
The idea then occurred to the Alumni Association that if the
old building were restored, a corner wing could be used for the
library. Pacetti admits that the Alumni Association's sole motive for
promoting this plan was to save the school building; securing the
old building as a site for the library was a means to an end. Patricia
Price, who was then St. Johns County Extension Librarian, agrees
that nostalgia was the primary motivating factor.lo5
Meanwhile, Nicholas Meiszer, a skilled negotiator, cobbled
together a complex deal that appealed to the different concerned
parties: the St. Johns County Board of Commissioners, the St.
Johns County School Board, the City of Hastings, and the Hastings
High School Alumni Association. The plan he devised would
enable the School Board to donate the high school building to the
City of Hastings. St. Johns County would agree to lease space for
several offices to house the tax collector, the tax appraiser, and the
supervisor of elections. The south wing of the building would be
the site of the Hastings Branch Library.lo6
The Alumni Association made calls to key players, including
"the County Construction Manager, the County Library Director,
and the county ~dministrator."'~~
In addition, they raised $45,000
toward the costs of renovation, "through donations, raffles, barbecues, and fund-raising drives that sold everything from historical
102. James Wright, interview by Belinda J. Delzell, digital recording, 26 October
2006, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 52.
103. Edward Singleton, interview by George V. Minton, digital recording, 11
December 2006, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 44.
104. Pacetti interview, ibid.
105. Patricia Price, interview by Amber Fricke, St. Augustine, FL. 5 November
2006, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 41.
106. Meiszer interview, op. cit.
10'7. Little interview, op. cit.
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calendars to handmade aprons."108They contacted Hastings High
School graduates no longer living in the area; hundreds responded and donated generously. With these donations, combined with
the loan and the historic grants, the group was able to finance the
restoration of the old Hastings High School.
It is not hard to see why the Board would be persuaded to listen
to the plan of this "squeaky wheel." They approached the Board
with an offering of money-saving ideas, such as the scheme to have
the old white high school declared an historical monument. In aid
of this attempt, they turned to Cullen Bryant, curator of the St.
Augusting Lighthouse and Museum and an experienced grant
writer, who assisted the Alumni Association in obtaining grants from
the State of Florida that would go toward the cost of renovation of
the building. The SOS raffles, barbeques and fund-raising drives
showed the Board that the Alumni Association had the backing of
the high-end tax payers of Hastings. Moreover, renovating the high
school would satisfjr an influential segment of the voting public without requiring a tax increase.log
Nostalgia, however, cut no ice with the Friends of the Library and
especially members who lived on the Northside. They were invested
in the idea that they deserved a "built-for-use," standalone library
because the new location for the library was the old white high school.
When the FOL finally learned, at the June 14,1993meeting, that the
SJCO intended to implement the SOS plan, the group cut off relations with the Alumni Association. Barbara Parker, the group's president, wrote the following letter to the Alumni Association:
It has come to our attention that you have extended us the
courtesy of attending your weekly meeting to develop
plans for saving the Hasting High School. Furthermore it
is clear that your primary renovation plan includes incorporating the Hasting Library.
Although our feelings are varied regarding the renovation
proposals it is the purpose of this letter to inform you that
this body still opposes the use of the renovated High
School as a library. We have been unwavering in our position and in our commitment to have a "standalone" library
built in Hastings.
108. Thomas B. Pfankuch, "NewHope in Hastings,"Fbrda Tim-Union,
20June 1998.
109. Pacetti interview, op. cit.
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We offer you our best wishes regarding your endeavor to
save the school. However, we wish to decline your request
to participate in the process of saving the high school at
the expense of the standalone library.l1°
The Board of County Commissioner decided against building
a new standalone library in Hastings because, it would seem, the
Alumni Association offered a plan that made political sense-401lars and cents. Thus it was that the Hastings Branch Library came
to be in its present location. The way to save the high school, comments Patricia Price, was to move the library into the building:
"[the] community definitely needed a better facility for its library,"
so anything that would accomplish that end was seen by most people to be a good thing."'
Factions in Hastings resented the Alumni Association for
hijacking their plans for a standalone library. A source who
declined to be named noted that "the years of planning for a
standalone library went down the drain because the Alumni
Association's restoration plans called for a library to be located in
the building." In achieving that end, plans for a standalone library
"got ditched." Apparently, the subject remains a sore point. Most
people interviewed seemed to prefer "no comment" as a response
to the Alumni Association's "Save Our School" plan.
At first, the African American community of the Northside did
not support the SOS plan. Terry Pacetti concedes that some people thought saving the building would rekindle past memories of
segregation. He recalls an NAACP representative who spoke to the
town council and advocated razing the building as the home of
racism and bigotry.l12Rev. Robert Holtz maintains that the African
American community opposed the Alumni Association plan
because the building had been segregated.l13
But Hastings is a small town. Enmity over the library was largely cancelled by the success of acquiring help from the state and the
county to refurnish and equip a community center. A replacement
for the Civic Center was needed; the building was an empty ruin,

110. FOL, Barbara Parker, Pres. July 15,1993, letter to board members opposing
use of renovated high school (Southeast Library, Binder 1, minutes, Apr.
1993-Feb. 1994). SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 8.
11 1. Price interview, op. cit.
112. Pacetti interview, op. cit.
113. Holtz interview, op. cit.
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with nothing to take its place. Once the FOL fully understood that
the standalone library would not be built, group members joined
the rest of the community and spent their weekends cleaning
pigeon droppings off the floors of the old high school and throwing out the trash that had accumulated during the years of neglect.
Barbara Parker, who had written the letter expressing the groups'
disapproval of the plan, recalls that the FOL got involved."* In
time, most of the African American community came to accept the
results of the Alumni Association's plan, and now uses the building
with the rest of the community.
Some Northsiders speak today of the library renovation as a unifylng community effort. Virgil Jones, a member of the FOL since
1988 and its current president, maintains that blacks and whites
joined together in the campaign to locate the library in the restored
building.l15 Edward Singleton, who was mayor while plans to renovate the high school were being formed, agrees: this was the first time
"you saw black and white people unite."l16 Moses Floyd, the first
&can American member elected to the Board of Commissioners,
stated the case succinctly when he told the FOL, "It is better to come
up with 75 percent of something than 100 percent of nothing."l17
Dr. Laurencelle puts a more optimistic spin on a situation that
still rankles some of the town's participation in this "partnership."
Asked if there had ever been any disagreement on racial lines in
the community over the SOS plan, she told our interviewers: "We
were all rednecks together."l18

Conclusion
On February 14, 2007, the loan from Compass Bank was
retired. The town of Hastings now owns the building, a unique
state of affairs in the St. Johns County Library System. While the
library is not beholden to the county for its existence, the town
must still scramble to find the funds it needs for upkeep of the old
high school building. Today, however, the facility itself is attractive
and heavily used. It has shelving space for up to 22,000 items, a
room for community meetings, and separate adult and children's
114. Parker interview, op. cit.
115. Virgil Jones, interview by George V. Minton, digital recording, 30 October
2006, SAHSRL MC 105, Folder 22.
116. Singleton interview, ibid.
11'7. June 14, 1993 F.0.L minutes, op. cit.
118. Laurencelle interview, 2005, op. cit.
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reading areas. The library's twelve computer workstations, each
with Internet access, are in constant use. Children and teenagers
do their homework in the reading areas, search the net for job
opportunities and college programs, and behave (and misbehave)
like kids all over the world who have Internet access. When the
library moved to the renovated high school building, it was connected to the information system by the installation of a T-1 line.llg
A T-1 line enables high-speed data access to the Internet for multiple users. As more and more books become digitized and available
across the Internet, the need for expensive printed books and the
shelf space to store them becomes less of an issue. Because of the
availability of information technology, the library of the future is
unlikely to resemble the columned, selfcontained buildings erected
with Carnegie money at the turn of the century. The Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation is the latest philanthropic incarnation of the
impulse to bring "uplift" to the citizens of small towns across America.
The libraries that have benefited from their gifts of computers and
enhanced Internet connectivity are moving toward a new aesthetic
expressed by the term "library without walls." As library historian
Kenneth Carpenter points out in a Library of Congress monograph,
"Now the expression 'library without walls' has become virtually a
cliche, and is one which will further foster the idea that the library of
the past was a selfcontained unit." He invokes that past with a definition of the term "library" derived from Jesse Shera's Foundations ofthe
Public Librav "a shared resource for reading and information with the
emphasis on the word 'shared."' This definition, he continues, "does
not necessarily mean 'community ownership,' but it does imply
shared in the sense that access is provided on a formalized basis."120
The town of Hastings has, in their library, embodied the two parts of
this definition.
119. The library currently uses DSL, a form of T-1 line. According to the Director of
Information Systems at the County Commissionersoffice, the switch occurred in
November of 2006 when the local telephone company began offering DSL to the
Hastings area. The reason was "the expense of the T-1 data circuit at $750 and no
lowend option for internet connectivity, such as DSL or cable." But, initially, the
library Internet link was bundled with st& connections: "The data circuit contained both staff - Library, Tax Collector, Sheriffs Office and later CBC and
Recreation Dept. - and public requests. At the main data center we split out the
public internet requests and routed them out to the internet and then back down
to the requesting pc." N. Levine (personal communication, March 3,2009).
120. Baders €3 Libraries : Toward a History of Libraries and Culture in America
(Washington,D.C.: Library of Congress, 1996), 11.
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The Hastings Brairch Library

L V U ~ .

Photograph courtesy of Sandie A. Stratton.

The libraries about which Ron Blazek wrote were designed as
emblems of the community's identity, or, at least, as emblems of
the collective identity of their founders and sponsors. Their physical formality was a tribute to high-minded goals of "uplift" and
civic pride. The library founded by the Hastings Home
Demonstration and Women's Club in the thirties was a tribute to
the pragmatism of the women who located the town's first formal
library in the Civic Center. In this light, it is significant that library
space was connected to a canning room. The most recent relocation of the Hastings Branch Library in the renovated high school
is a logical extension of that pragmatism.
With budget cuts and soaring property values, the St. Johns
County Commissioners may well decide that they can no longer
fund a library in Hastings. Perhaps the town will once again heed
the call of community and be able to continue to support the type
e
by that seemingly insignificant copper
of library s e ~ c represented
wire, the T-1 line. Alternatively, perhaps the Hastings Library will
escape the budget cuts and closures that threaten many county services for the same reason. The citizens of Hastings have proven that
they are adaptable to change when it comes to their library.
A core group of citizens consistently turns out for pancake
breakfasts, book sales, and other fundraisers in support of the
library. In the end, this tenacity may prove to be the most enduring legacy of the town. Advocacy has worked for Hastings in the past
and might help the library to remain in Hastings, despite the rapid
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growth of nearby communities with significantly larger tax bases.
Several times in recent years, the townspeople have dipped into
their pockets to resolve pressing financial emergencies. In early
October 2007, Johnny's Kitchen, the local restaurant, held a $100
dollar-a-plate dinner and raised over $6,000 for the Hastings Hope
Pavilion, a home for boys. But would the town be able to continue
to support a project as large as the library? The county does not
normally make an investment in property that it does not own.
A heated discussion took place in February 2008 at a Hastings
town meeting concerning whether it would be a good idea for
Hastings to give up its town charter and become part of the unincorporated portion of St.Johns County. Mounting taxes and rising
utility bills made such an idea seem feasible to a vocal part of the
assemblage. If Hastings were to rescind its charter, would the county be less likely to support a library in the community?121 The
library remains firmly at the center of all such debates.
Will Hastings ever get a standalone library? It seems unlikely.
The town's library still appears on the county's Capital
Improvement Plan, but it shares that place with the unincorporated community of ~ 1 k t o n . lThe
~ ~ residential area of Coquina
Crossing, located in Elkton, has a population of approximately
1,000 (nearly 50 percent greater than the population of Hastings).
If a new library were to be built in District Two, Elkton would be
favored over Hastings. According to former Director of Libraries,
Mary Jane Little, the next library that the county builds will probably be located in the rapidly growing World Golf Village, located
between St. Augustine and Jack~onville.~~~
St. Johns County, however, has made at least one "capital
improvement" of significance for the survival of the Hastings
Library: the installation of a T-1 line. As Sandie Stratton, one of the
writers of this study and a Hastings resident, puts it: "That seemingly insignificant piece of copper wire could quite possibly create a
better library for Hastings than the county will ever get
The
tea sets of the clubwomen are long gone, and the tractors driven
by their husbands have become high-tech, but the T-1 line may
represent the latest form of survival for the Hastings Library.
121 Sandie A. Stratton (personal interview, March 3, 2008).
122. MaryJane Little interview, op. cit.
123. Ibid.
124. Sandie A. Stratton (personal interview, February 24, 2009).
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